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Austria and Russia, and the telegram to the German Ambassadqir in
Vienna was the result.
The fate of this proposal is revealed in the " Memoirs " of Con
von Hotzendorf, the Austrian Chief of Staff. On the morning ;
it had gone forward (July 30) Moltke, the German Chief of St
telegraphed to Conrad, " Austria must at once mobilize against Russia!,
Germany will mobilize." On the same morning the Austrian
Military Attache also wired from Berlin, " Moltke says the situation,
is critical unless Austria mobilizes at once against Russia. Refuse
England's new peace offer. . . . Germany unconditionally with
you." Again in the afternoon Moltke telegraphed, " Will Austria
leave Germany in the lurch 2" All this behind the back of the
German Chancellor, who was nominally in charge of the negotia-
tions and who protested afterwards that he was absolutely sincere
in supporting the British proposal. " Who is in command ? " asked
Berchtold, the Austrian Minister, but he had apparently no difficulty
in answering the question, and, taking Moltke's advice, he proceeded
to extinguish the last chance of peace.1
The main trouble throughout the negotiations was that the soldiers
and not the statesmen were in command.
1 Conrad, " Aus Meiner Dienstzeit," Vol. IV, pp. 152-4.
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